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Colossal quandaries confront humanity here in the third decade of the 21st century, as the years pass inexorably 

into history. Drawing on the accumulated wisdom of scientists, historians, philosophers, ethicists, and spiritual 

leaders, we can see how urgent and consequential this moment is. We understand the planet’s physical limits and 

the recurring failures of human conduct well enough to know what must be done. And yet we are failing to act at 

the scale and speed required, not for lack of knowledge, but because we are being misled and betrayed by corrupt, 

self-serving and unaccountable political and business leaders. 

The essays in the Earth Manifesto ask questions that most societies avoid until crisis makes avoidance impossible. 

They challenge comfortable myths, confront abuses of power that have been made to seem normal, and reveal the 

connections between concentrated power, authoritarian politics, and economic extremism that elevates profit over 

the health of people and planetary ecosystems. Readers will not find slogans or moral evasion here, but depth of 

inquiry, coherence of thought, and clarity hard-won through careful reasoning. 

These essays proceed from the understanding that humanity is facing a convergence of crises that threaten both 

freedom and survival. These crises are driven by authoritarian abuse, reckless governance, widespread deception, 

and willful irresponsibility, all compounded by the betrayal of future generations through devastating disruptions 

of the global climate and ecological overshoot. 

These conditions make it no longer tenable to engage in business-as-usual thinking. In these essays, I argue that 

efforts to “save the world” are not empty rhetoric, but practical, ethical, and imaginative work that demands new 

ethical frameworks, unflinching honesty, historical awareness, and the courage to question normalized forms of 

abuse, domination, deception and excessive exploitation of people and resources.  

To navigate this moment clearly, the Earth Manifesto begins from several foundational convictions. 

First, that we inhabit a living planet with real physical limits, and that ecological sanity is not an optional concern 

but the precondition for any enduring civilization. 

Second, that liberty is not a cultural luxury or ideological preference, but a biological and moral necessity, for 

human beings do not flourish under domineering rule, arbitrary power, enforced submission, and chronic fear. 

Third, that concentrated power -- whether political, economic, technological, or informational control over 

attention, perception, and belief -- must be restrained by ethics, the rule of law, democratic accountability, and 

human empathy in order for freedom to endure. 

And finally, that we owe future generations not a ravaged and depleted inheritance, but the tools of survival: 

institutions with integrity, moral frameworks with courage, and ecosystems still alive enough to sustain freedom, 

dignity, and a viable future of human and biotic flourishing. 

This is a moment in history when familiar assurances ring hollow, when inherited explanations no longer adequately 

explain, and when the language of “normal” can no longer disguise the unraveling of systems that sustain life and 
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society. 

The oceans and atmosphere are warming. Ecological systems are under extreme strain, and seem to be approaching 

collapse. Democracies are fraying. Authoritarianism is ominously gaining sway in many countries. Truth is under 

siege. Inequality has reached grotesque extremes. Technological power is accelerating faster than wisdom and 

ethical frameworks. And yet, in the midst of these converging crises, beauty persists. Forests still breathe. Rivers 

still sing. Children still laugh. Ideas still ignite. And human imagination -- astonishingly, stubbornly -- refuses to die. 

The Earth Manifesto arises from this tension: between peril and possibility, systemic strain and human resolve, 

rash exploitation and respectful appreciation. 

These essays have been evolving for decades, and are the culmination of a lifetime of lived experiences, open-

minded reflection, illuminating conversations, wide reading, extensive travels, and relentless questioning. Over time, 

their focus has become more and more political -- not because politics is the only thing that matters, but because 

politics now intrudes upon nearly everything that truly matters. Politics and politicians play a critical role in general 

well-being, fairness, and the conditions for a sane society. Political systems shape whether children are fed or 

neglected, whether ecosystems are protected or sacrificed, whether truth is honored or manipulated, whether 

power is restrained or abused, and whether the future is safeguarded or plundered.  

In an era of concentrated power, institutionalized deception, and cascading democratic and ecological risks, 

disengagement is not neutrality; it is abdication of responsibility. 

These writings express the simple but radical understanding that ideas still matter, that language and cohesive 

worldviews still have the power to illuminate reality, and that imagination remains one of humanity’s most essential 

survival tools. They are not an exercise in academic detachment. They are not about mere policy. They are not a 

party platform. They are a sustained act of witness, curiosity, imagination, outrage, insistence, and an unshakable 

belief that humanity can still -- and must -- choose wiser paths forward. 

They are offered in the spirit of the great pamphleteers, dissenters, and civic thinkers of earlier eras, updated 

for a world facing unprecedented technological power and existential risk. They appeal to those who understand 

that societies change because they are compelled by necessity, truth, clarity, and moral urgency.  

They do not ask for agreement so much as engagement. They are written for readers willing to think independently, 

to recognize inconvenient truths, to tolerate discomfort, and to imagine forms of governance and collective 

responsibility sufficient to meet the challenges of a populace and planet in peril.  

Beyond critique and urgency, the Earth Manifesto is an exploration -- of how human imagination works, how 

civilizations tell stories about themselves, and how science, philosophy, history, myth, and humor can illuminate one 

another. Some essays read as inquiry, others as narrative, parable, or reflection; all are invitations to think more 

freely, curiously, and deeply about our place in a living world. 

It is my fervent hope that these writings will have a meaningful impact on people’s understanding, social 

consciousness, and the course of world affairs.  

A Living Planet, Not a Backdrop 

This manifesto is, at its core, a love letter to a living planet. 

It is a simple but often ignored truth that Earth is not a backdrop to human ambition. She is a living system -- 

source, sustainer, and constraint. Every breath, every harvest, every heartbeat depends upon her ancient bounty. 

To degrade her is to diminish ourselves. To poison her ecosystems is to poison our future. To respect her is 

enlightened self-interest, clarified by reason and elevated by reverence. 

We are not separate from the natural world. We are embedded within it, dependent upon it, shaped by it, and 

sustained by it in ways both obvious and subtle. Forests regulate our air. Oceans stabilize climate. Soil helps feed 

our bodies. Bees pollinate our survival. Coral reefs, wetlands, grasslands, rainforests, rivers and glaciers are not 

optional amenities; they are the essential infrastructure that makes life possible. 

To speak of ecological sanity is to speak of civilization’s sanity. To speak of environmental stewardship is to speak 
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of shared responsibility and moral adulthood. This manifesto insists that we finally grow into that adulthood. 

Liberty Is Humanity’s Magnetic True North 

Across cultures, across centuries, across borders and belief systems, one truth repeats itself with unmistakable 

clarity: human beings do not flourish under domination. We recoil from coercion, we hate being humiliated, we 

chafe against arbitrary and unfair power, and we suffer unnecessarily under extreme inequality, discrimination, and 

unjust hierarchy. 

Liberty is not a luxury only for the privileged -- it is a biological and moral imperative. It is humanity’s magnetic 

true north. Authoritarianism runs against the grain of human nature, and history records the cost of abuses of 

power in hardship, trauma, displacement, blood, lives lost, and societal ruin. 

The vast majority of people deeply dislike being ruled repressively. They want to live their lives without undue 

restrictions, arbitrary dictates, coercive control, and rule by intimidation, fear and mandated obedience. They want 

to be free to think, to speak, to love, to create, to belong. They want dignity, fairness, and a meaningful voice in 

shaping their own lives. And they want a greater degree of equality -- and much less of a monopoly by the top dogs 

on income, wealth, privilege, rights and power.  

Abuses of authority by hardline rulers violate fundamental tenets of human nature. Such systems are obscene and 

unacceptable because of the horrible hardships they impose on millions of people around the world, and the damage 

they do to human welfare and social well-being. They normalize cruelty, erode empathy, undermine the willingness 

to speak and act against injustice, and diminish social trust, intellectual freedom, and cultural vitality. 

Yet despite this, there is an alarming global rise of authoritarian regimes in the 21st century. “Strongmen” are 

becoming increasingly domineering, corrupt, and abusive, and are both extending their reach and amplifying the 

harms they cause. Greed, public corruption, austerity measures, punitive crackdowns, and repressive rule not only 

violate basic human rights but also undermine ecological responsibility. 

The Earth Manifesto stands in unapologetic opposition to this drift toward domination. It insists that freedom is 

not a naïve dream, but a hard-won human achievement -- and one that must be continually defended. 

Why These Writings Exist 

These writings reflect an effort to think honestly and express ideas clearly about the conditions that allow human 

beings and societies to flourish, and about the recurring moral, institutional, and imaginative failures that prevent 

such positive outcomes. 

They are offered as a sustained act of civic engagement -- rooted in moral seriousness, historical awareness, and 

imaginative responsibility -- and are intended to illuminate, challenge, and encourage thoughtful participation. Their 

aim is not to dictate conclusions, but to widen understanding, sharpen judgment, and invite readers into a more 

honest reckoning with the world we are shaping -- and the one we will leave behind. 

While much in these writings is sharply critical of ruling factions, entrenched elites, and authoritarian tendencies 

across the globe, their purpose is neither partisan nor merely oppositional. From the very beginning, this project 

has operated on a broader plane, recognizing that the gravest threats facing humanity are systemic, institutional, 

civilizational, and ecological -- not simply electoral, partisan or ideological. 

The Founders’ Argument, Reawakened 

When our colonial ancestors declared independence from British rule, they wrote words that still burn with moral 

electricity: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

Those were not decorative phrases. They were revolutionary claims. 

The Founders understood something we have dangerously allowed to be deliberately undermined: that power must 

be restrained, ambition checked, and liberty actively protected. They argued fiercely because they believed that 

individual freedom and the survival of republican self-government were at stake. Having lived under imperial rule, 
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they distrusted despots and feared concentrated authority, so they designed checks and balances accordingly, as 

clear-eyed realists about human nature and power. 

The Federalists argued for structure and coherence, and the Anti-Federalists warned against tyranny. Together, 

they wrestled with the hardest question of all: how to build a government strong enough to function, but restrained 

enough not to oppressively burden its own people. 

The Founders brilliantly designed the great U.S. Constitution to constrain abuses of power by dividing it between 

legislative, executive and judicial branches of government. Unfortunately, this great protective aspect of the U.S. 

Constitution is being circumvented by Republicans in Congress today. These cowardly, self-serving and sycophantish 

politicians have betrayed their country, pledging shameful loyalty to a would-be king who demands unchecked 

power, governs through demagoguery, and treats the presidency as a racket for enriching himself and his allies, 

and a platform for indulging his unrestrained ego. 

In addition, Republican politicians have been ruthlessly successful in their court capture shenanigans, managing to 

gain a domineering 6-3 supermajority on the Supreme Court, and to have grabbed control of State Supreme Courts 

in many red states where Republican legislatures have expanded courts to add conservative seats or changed 

appointment rules to tilt the ideological balance.   

We face stakes no less severe than those the Founders confronted; indeed, the stakes are arguably titanically 

higher, considering that our current age features nuclear weapons, global climate disruption, conflict-induced mass 

migration, and other dangers of unprecedented scale and consequences, including pandemics, overpopulation, 

ecological overshoot, politicians who traffic in deception and division, excessive influence by the wealthy, the 

replacement of public-interest journalism with oligarch-owned or extremely partisan media, algorithm-driven 

manipulation of attention and belief, mass surveillance, and an inimical spike in authoritarian rule in all-too-many 

nations in the world. 

This is not a time for civic laziness. It is a time for Constitutional seriousness. 

The only way to achieve the common good -- the greater good of all -- is to have honest and responsible persons in 

the government and Big Business that are focused on achieving that goal, without bending to the will of the rich, 

resource exploiters, profiteers, and those who take unfair advantage of working people in order to promote their 

own narrow interests. All people should act in good faith by opposing policies that undermine the well-being of the 

vast majority today and jeopardize the prospects of those in future generations. 

Importantly, the Earth Manifesto has never been a dour or joyless project. Alongside its seriousness is humor, 

irony, and creative irreverence -- because laughter, curiosity, and cultural vitality are themselves forms of healthy 

resistance. Authoritarianism thrives on rigidity, fear, and dull obedience; creativity and wit make it ridiculous 

rather than fearsome, helping to restoring human agency and perspective. 

In the good old days, before politics and demagogic politicians began monopolizing people’s attention, deceiving 

them and negatively affecting their lives, these Earth Manifesto essays concerned grander and more philosophical 

issues. For instance, essays that are not principally political include Gaia’s Geological Perspective: Episodes Since 

Genesis; and Tall Tales, Provocative Parables, Luminous Clarity and Evocative Truths: A Modern Log from the Sea 

of Cortez; and Inspiration, Imagination, and the Deep Well of Human Impulses; and A Feminine Vision of an 

Achievable Better World: Anima Should Reign! 

This manifesto is an invitation to reconsider what we owe one another, what we owe future generations, and what 

we owe the only planet humanity has ever known. 

  Truly, 

    Dr. Tiffany B. Twain 

     February 4, 2026 


